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The NCT is concerned about the number of maternity units temporarily 
closing to admissions. We know this is a significant problem since our 
maternity service user representatives have told us about a number 
of closures over the recent months. We are calling on the Government 
and local managers to address this problem. It is vitally important that 
women and their partners are not turned away from the hospital where 
their baby’s birth has been planned, when they are in labour. 

The Government has pledged that all women and their partners will be 
guaranteed their choice of place of birth by the end of 2009.  Ensuring 
that there is sufficient capacity to provide care for women who have 
booked with a service is fundamental to the commitment to greater 
choice and improved access for vulnerable and disadvantaged families. 

Whilst temporary closures may occasionally be necessary on the 
grounds of safety (for example if there are insufficient midwifery or 
medical staff, no available beds, or infection) these should be rare 
events.  Maternity services should be managed so that maternity units 
are not closed because of insufficient capacity. Telling women that their 
maternity unit might close at short notice and turning women away in 
labour causes anxiety and distress, and may have safety implications. 
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