

             NEARLY NEW SALE GUIDELINES

Saturday 24th March 2012
10 am – 12pm at Richard Huish College, South Street, Taunton

The National Childbirth Trust is a charity which supports new parents around the country. Every six months the Taunton and District branch hold a Nearly New sale to help with fund raising of which we keep 35% of all sale proceeds.  The majority of the money raised goes to head office to finance nationwide campaigns, help lines and training new antenatal teachers, breastfeeding counsellors. The remainder stays with our branch to keep us going on a day-to-day basis, and to support the Early Days Café and other ventures such as Open Houses, Newbies Coffee Mornings and Speed Bumps.
You do not have to be an NCT member to sell, but we do require you to pre register as a seller before the event. On registering you will be issued with a unique seller’s number which you use to label your goods. Please can you label clearly so we can read the price and your number. Failure in doing this could result in the money being allocated to another seller. We will send you these labels and ask that you do not use any other labels. If you do not we cannot guarantee that you will receive the full amount of money charged as they are difficult to remove at the tills. 

We ask that on registering either by email on nns@ncttaunton.org.uk or by phone to Bethan Turner on 07713 251538, you leave your name, address, email address and the number of labels you require in multiples of 50,100 or 120.  More can be requested. If you have previously sold at the sale we try to give you the same seller’s number. This however cannot be guaranteed. The labels we issue can be attached to your goods by either string or cellotape. Please ensure that both halves are competed with duplicate information and only attached by one half to your goods. If this does not happen we cannot guarantee that you will receive the correct price. We remove the second half at the tills.

A cheque for the value of the goods you sell, minus the NCT 35%, will be forwarded on to you within 2 weeks of the sale. An admin fee of £3.50 will be deducted from this cheque. This is used to cover the cost of the venue, postage of the labels, the labels themselves and the postage of your cheque to you. A minimum cheque value will be enforced of £1.

 On the day of the sale

On the day please bring your items to the hall between 8.15 and 9.00am and sign the sellers register. This is really important as our treasurer uses this to ensure that she has the correct address to forward your cheque to. Please return any unused labels. Please bring your goods in boxes (cardboard or plastic), clearly labelled with your seller number (for any returned items). We use these boxes to help sort unsold items at the end of the sale. The Nearly New Sales are run by volunteers, and so we would hope that sellers would be able to stay and help put out their items on the morning of the sale. This would be much appreciated.

Collection of items at end of the sale

You should collect your unsold items between 12.30pm and 1pm on the day of the sale. Thank you to all those sellers who help clear the hall after the sale - the more people who pack up, the quicker we finish! Please stay until all the sorting has been done as we often find additional sellers items and goods left behind will automatically be taken to a nominated charity shop and a disposal fee may be charged. This will be deducted from your profit.

What We Sell

We will accept good quality equipment, toys, books and videos, children’s clothes for ages 0 -10years and maternity clothes. All items must be in clean and good condition and in full working order. Based upon Trading Standards advice we regret that we are unable to sell any mains electrical items, cycle helmets, car or booster seats, mattresses, door bouncers, baby walkers or sit in activity centres, breast pumps, riding hats, hand knitted toys, plastic baby bottles or any item of children’s clothing with a drawstring around the neck. We are also unable to sell baby slings. 

Please note the Taunton & District Branch can take no responsibility for items which are lost or stolen during the course of the sale. 

Equipment

Please ensure that this is complete, clean, and has instructions where necessary. Prams, pushchairs and buggies must conform to British Standard 7409, be clearly labelled BS7409:1996, together with the name or trademark of the manufacturer or importer and have instructions with them.  We can only accept Maclaren Buggys if safety clips have been attached to the hinges. These can be obtained free of charge form Maclaren.

Toys

Please ensure that all toys/jigsaws have all their component parts; if any parts are missing please clearly signal this to prospective buyers on the label.

Clothing

Please bring clothes appropriate to the season coming up – in this case Spring/Summer. Other clothing is welcome, but may be less popular as most people are looking to buy clothing for the next 6 months etc.
Girls clothing sells particularly well when displayed on hangers, although many items do sell successfully when displayed in clear plastic bags or left loose. Clothes that are washed, ironed, buttoned or poppered are more attractive to buyers.  You may also choose to sell items of clothing in sets, such as a matching dungaree and T-shirt or a set of 3 baby grows.

Please put together items of clothing which are for the same age group/sex as this enables the sale to be set up more quickly (i.e. put items of the same age range in labelled plastic bags and several plastic bags in one box).  Boys and girls clothes are laid out separately using the following age ranges: Newborn, 0-3 months, 3 – 6 months, 6-12 months, 12-18 months, 18 months – 2 years, 2-3 years, 3-4 years and 5 years and over.

Labelling

Please could all items be clearly labelled with the following: a) a brief description of the item (this helps to stop label swapping); b) for clothing, the age group/size of the garment; c) the price; d) your unique seller number.  The label should then be attached to item. If you wish to donate 100% of the profits from an item/s to the NCT, please label as above but replace your seller number with ‘NCT’. Items not priced in units of 10p will be rounded down to the nearest 10p. ie items priced 25p will be sold for 20p. A minimum price of 20p per item only please.

Hints: 

Please ensure that labels are attached firmly as they can and do become detached during the sale. Please only attach one half of label and do not put inside bags. Successful methods for labelling clothes include using small labels tied or pinned with a safety pin to the inside of the neck, waistband or through a button hole, placing sticky labels on clothes hangers or on plastic bags (they seem to stick better to these than clothes!).  Suggestions for labelling equipment, toys, books or other bagged items include attaching labels using string, cellotape, or masking tape.

Price realistically - overpricing can put people off - think about what you would be prepared to pay for each item at a Nearly New Sale. Price older and more used goods lower than newer and less used ones.

Helpers

We are grateful to all of you who help on the day - a big thank you - we couldn’t do it without you! As an incentive, anyone who volunteers to help at the sale will have the opportunity to begin browsing at 9.30am, before the doors open to the public, allowing volunteers to go straight to the tills when they open at 10am. 

If you wish to volunteer for the morning, please email nns@ncttaunton.org.uk and title your message “volunteer”. For any other queries regarding the Nearly New Sale, please use the above email address, or contact Bethan Turner on 07713 251538. 

