12 October 2010

Lewisham NCT Branch Volunteer Team Meeting

Hosted by Jessica Figueras in Lee
Attending:

Jane Toussaint

Maja Hilton

James Mewis

Jessica Figueras

Maya Haiman-Eilon

1. Future Meetings

Attendance at recent meetings has been low so Jane asked for ideas to improve the meetings. It was suggested changing the name from ‘committee’ to ‘team’ as this sounds less formal! We also discussed having themed meetings to discuss ideas and actions on a particular topic.

Annual Members Meeting, Wednesday 24 November – we discussed ideas for this. The plan for the evening is a half hour meeting first (8 – 8.30pm) with short presentations. Then from 8.30pm onwards have drinks, food, maybe a quiz? The aim is to make the evening fun rather than formal (there is very little official business to attend to). Jane will prepare a summary of branch achievements over the year and Maja will prepare a finance summary - these can be handed out to everyone. Jane to investigate venues further.
2. Branch Survey

We had 107 responses to this which is a good result. The summary will be in the newsletter and on the branch website.

Overall, respondents experiences of antenatal, birth, and postnatal support in the borough was either average or poor. Breastfeeding support was also raised as being lacking. The type of activities most requested were new parent support.
3. Branch Finance

Over the year Lewisham NCT has generated £6.5k for the NCT. Financially we are still healthy, mainly due to the remainder of the Awards for All grant income and Nearly New Sales. It was noticed that fundraising from events is not high, and we discussed ways to raise more through smaller events, as these are also profile raising for the branch. 

Maja reminded everyone that expenses needed to be submitted asap so that she can close the finances for the year on time.

4. Breastfeeding Welcome scheme

The new breastfeeding welcome scheme in Bromley and Camden is very interesting and we talked about the likelihood of it being rolled out in Lewisham. The last we had heard there weren’t any plans to extend it, but Jessica F is to investigate further. http://www.breastfeedingwelcomescheme.org.uk/news.php
NEXT MEETING: AMM, 24 NOVEMBER, 8pm VENUE TBC

