
NCT Royston and Villages Annual Branch Report
2020/2021

Success and challenges
This year as a branch we were proud to:
We started the year as establishing our own branch rather than being a
subcommittee of Cambridge, and have gone from strength to strength.

● We have established a fantastic regular newsletter (172 subscribers)
thanks to the hard work of Sophie the Newsletter Editor.

● During lock down we ran 24 Walk and Talk events which had 222
participants, and recruited 3 new volunteers to help run these.

● We fundraised £1,200 to run a breastfeeding drop –in, the only one in
Royston – due to start in July 21

● We have secured a second venue for free to run the breastfeeding
drop in.

The biggest challenges we faced were:

Lockdown has caused lots of issues though there are others as a result of this
● Pausing face to face bumps and babies was heartbreaking, we

continued to run a few online but they were not well attended so we
stopped.

● We have lost a few volunteers because of the burn out of being parents
in lockdown

● Risk Assessments from Venues have been slow to come forward and
have taken lots of extra volunteer hours.

Finances
We successfully raised £148.65 to help fund NCT’s work offering
impartial information and support to parents through the NCT
website, helpline and branches and campaigning to ensure better
services and facilities for parents in their First 1,000 Days. In
addition, we raised a further £708.67 (with more already raised in
the new financial year) in funding specifically for our local
breastfeeding support service.
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We spent £51.35 supporting parents locally, providing
equipment to keep our walk and talk events and volunteers safe
and visible.

To make sure we keep our branch finances healthy in 2016/2017
we need our fundraising efforts to meet the expenditure
requirements for our new projects, primarily the breastfeeding
drop-in.

We have £148.65 in general reserves, plus £708.67 in restricted
reserves.

Branch Team
Every NCT branch is required to have a minimum number of
volunteers. In our branch the core team are;

Branch Coordinator Lucy-Jayne Costello

Treasurer Meriel De Vekey

Secretary Amy Ridsdale

Committee member Jax Ridings

Newsletter Editor Sophie Brown

We welcomed 5 new volunteers to our branch team. Thank you to
everyone who has given their time and energy to the branch this
year.

The current vacancies on our team are

Bumps and Babies Volunteers
Toddler Activities Co-ordinator
Social Media Editor
Parent Support Link
Membership Officer

We plan to recruit new volunteers by

Through face to face bumps and babies, social media and writing articles in
the local press and all volunteers to know that there are opportunities that
need filling.
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Plans for the future
In the coming year we would like to reach more parents by

● Reestablish face to face Bumps and Babies

● Establish a successful breastfeeding drop in with additional volunteers

● Increase readership for the newsletter, along with a supportive editorial

team.

● Start to look at options for toddler walks and activites

● Continue to raise funds for breastfeeding drop in.

Volunteering for NCT is fun, flexible and family friendly! If you
would like to get involved, we would love to hear from you.
Email coordinator.roystonandvillages@nct.org.uk for more

information.
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