
 

 

 
 
 

DORKING NCT NEARLY NEW SALE 
SELLERS' GUIDELINES 

 

 
Thank you for booking a table at our Nearly New Sale. The aim of these guidelines is to help you have 
a successful sale and ensure the smooth running of the day. 
 

Preparing for the sale and pricing 
 

 NCT sales are ‘nearly new’ sales so items should be of ‘good as new’ quality and must be clean. 
Stained, dirty or damaged items are not acceptable and are a real turn-off for buyers. 

 Toys should be in good repair with no sharp edges, peeling paint, seams coming apart or loose 
attachments. If you have the instructions for toys then if possible attach them to the toys. 

 The sellers who make the most money are those who price their items competitively, display them 
well and help buyers find what they are looking for. 

 Do not over-price your items. Items must be priced realistically to sell well. Think about how much 
you would be willing to pay for your item if you were buying it second-hand, potentially having 
several to chose from. For example, buyers are unlikely to pay £2.00 for a Tesco t-shirt, but will 
probably snap up a Boden one at that price. To help with pricing we have suggested some price 
guidelines below. 

 

Clothing 
Baby Vests 3 for 50p 
Babygros 50p - £1.50 
Shorts/T-Shirts 50p - £2.50  
Socks/Underwear (5 pairs) £1 - £2 
Blouses/Shirts £1 - £2.50  
Trousers/Skirts £1 - £3 
Dresses £1.50 - £4  
Jumpers/Cardigans £1.50 - £3  
Coats/Jackets £3 - £5.50 
Hats 50p 
Slippers & Wellies £1 - £3  
Swimwear £1 - £3  

Toys 
Baby Gyms £5 – £10  
Dolls Pushchairs £2 - £5  
Jigsaws 50p - £1  
Ride-on Toys £5 - £12  
DVD 50p - £1 
Books 50p - £1  

 

Equipment 
Changing Mats £1  
High Chairs £10+  
Strollers £10+  
Pushchairs £25+  
Travel Cots £10+  
Fireguards £10+  
Safety Gates £10+  
Slings £5 - £15  
Backpacks £25+ 
 

 

 Price your items clearly. Price in multiples of 50p (it makes adding up items and calculating 
change much easier). You could use swing tags for clothes or card attached with a safety pin 
(paper and safety pins doesn’t work as well as the paper can rip while buyers are having a 
rummage – but why not use old cereal boxes to make your labels). Masking tape works well on 
plastic/wooden toys as it can be removed easily without leaving a sticky residue. If you are selling 
clothes try putting each size in a separate box and clearly labelling the box. Where a toy has lots 
of pieces you could put all the bits into a clear plastic ‘sandwich’ bag then label the bag. 

 Ask potential buyers what they are looking for as they peruse your table. And know your stock. 
Buyers probably won’t be able to see everything you have at a quick glance so you need to find 
out what they want and think what you are selling that might meet their needs. 

 

On the day 
 
 The sale is held at North Holmwood Village Hall, Spook Hill, North Holmwood, Dorking,  

RH5 4JP. 

 Please do not arrive before 8.30am as the room will not be set up before then. Tables should be 
set up by 9.30am at the latest.  



 

 

 There is limited parking at the rear of the building, accessed via the track just before the hall as 
you approach from Dorking. You may load/unload in the parking area immediately in front of the 
hall but you must find alternative parking for the duration of the sale. 

 Tables will be provided (standard trestle tables approx. 6ft wide & 2ft deep).  

 Tables are assigned on an allocated basis. We are unable to guarantee the allocation of specific 
tables but will endeavour to meet any requests made in advance. 

 If you have booked a rail-space you must remember to bring your own rail. 

 Any side tables used to display sale items alongside the main table will be charged at the same 
rate as a rail.  

 Large equipment must be sold at the central NCT Large Equipment stand (see below for a list of 
items which constitute large equipment). These items are subject to a reduced commission 
charge of 20% (non-sellers pay 30%). Large equipment must be logged with the Large Equipment 
volunteers by 9.15am. 

 You are responsible for providing your own float so you can give change where necessary. If you 
take a cheque, it is advisable to write the cheque guarantee number on the back, check the 
signature & expiry date and ask for the buyer’s address in case of problems. Don’t underestimate 
the amount of float you might need – your first buyer might need £19.50 change from a £20 note! 

 At the end of the sale please fold your table away and return it to the cupboard in the corner of the 
small hall and return any cups & plates to the kitchen. Please take any unsold items and rubbish 
away with you – please check the floor around your table and remove any price stickers that may 
have become stuck to the floor. Please do not leave anything behind.  

 Unsold items can be donated to Beatitude charity shop in Dorking which sells second hand kids 
clothes and toys (next to Burgundy and Black cafe). 

 

What is classed as a Large Item? 
 
The following equipment must be sold in the central NCT Large Equipment section: 

 Cots / cot-beds / cribs / moses baskets 

 Prams / buggies / strollers (see criteria below) 

 Child bike seats 

 Stair-gates / fireguards / bed-guards 

 Highchairs 

 Large outdoor toys (slides, swings, rockers, trikes, balance bikes, trampolines) 

 Frame backpack child carriers (not slings) 

 Children’s tables and chairs and other furniture, including easels  

 Sit-in activity stations, baby walkers, ride-ons, scooters 

 ‘Vibrating’ chairs or any other type of baby/toddler chair (excl bumbos) 

 Bath-tubs (not bath seats) 

 Buggy boards 

 Baby gyms 
 
Please ensure that any stair-gates, fireguards, barriers or bed-guards have all the correct fittings and 
that there are no gaps where a baby could get its head stuck. 
 
Pushchairs and prams must meet the following criteria: 

 Must have a permanent label (usually on the frame or seat cover) stating compliance with British 
Standard 7409 or EN1888. The standard lays down requirements regarding the construction, 
performance and labelling for prams and pushchairs. Machines must also have a label headed 
‘Carelessness Causes Fire’ which indicates that the fabric complies with flammability 
requirements. 

 Brakes – these should work and be able to stop a loaded machine on a slope. The tyres should 
also be examined as these can affect the performance of brakes.  

 Locking Devices – there should be two locking devices so that when the main lock is released, the 
secondary lock prevents the frame from collapsing.  

 Harness – a secure safety harness must be fitted.  

 General – look for damage from wear and tear. Check to ensure that a child’s fingers cannot be 
caught anywhere. The frame should be secure and free from sharp edges or exposed parts.  



 

 

 
 
If you have a travel system, you will need to make a private arrangement with the buyer for the sale of 
the car seat. For example you could attach an additional label with the details of the car seat and your 
contact details.  The label must also state “The sale of the car seat will be a private arrangement, for 
which the NCT will not be responsible.” 
 

North Holmwood village hall rules 
 
Please follow the village hall rules below otherwise Dorking NCT incurs fines: 
 

 No parking in front of the neighbour's house adjacent to the hall on the left (as you look at the 
hall). This neighbour has frequently been blocked in. 

 No smoking anywhere inside the building. 

 The curtains at the back of the large hall must not be opened and nothing can be pinned, taped or 
hung on these curtains or on the curtain rail.  The cones in front of the curtains must NOT be 
moved as they help to protect the mirror behind the curtains. 

 Some, but not all, of the tables are next to the wall and if you have one of these tables you may 
hang hangers from the high picture rail around the room. NOTHING should be hung from the 
small holes in the walls.   

 No blu tac to be used on the painted walls. 

 No rubbish to be left at the hall. 
 

Items that CANNOT be sold 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that goods you are selling are safe and fit for purpose.  For safety 
reasons, the following items may NOT be sold at our NCT Nearly New Sale: 

 
 Recalled items (see information about recalls on RAPEX: 

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/rapex_archives_en.cfm ) 
 Bag style baby slings 
 ANY car seats, car booster seats, including ’Isofix’ bases or car seats from travel systems (see 

note in pram/pushchair section) 
 Riding hats or crash helmets 
 Children’s outer garments with a drawstring hood 
 Bottles, baby food & formula milk 
 Second-hand breast pumps 
 Mains-powered electrical equipment or toys (unless tested and approved by a qualified electrician) 
 Mattresses (excluding travel cot mattresses) 
 Pedal cycles (if saddle height is more than 635mm) 
 Cosmetics (unless unopened, originally for sale in the UK and before the use by date) 
 Upholstered furniture (unless with the permanent label “Carelessness Causes Fire”) 
 Carrycot & moses basket stands (unless labelled with size and weight loadings, with a guard rail, 

suitable base, instructions and a maximum height of 432mm).   
 

Other information 
 

 Cancellations made 7 days before the sale will be refunded if the table can be resold. 

 NCT Dorking branch reserves the right to resell tables in whole or in part if a seller does not arrive 
by 9.30am. 

 Please note that, whilst we do our best to provide reasonable security at sales, all items are left at 
the venue at the seller’s risk.  Dorking NCT branch accepts no liability for any loss or damage 
caused to goods for sale. 

 NCT has public liability insurance; however, any commercial or other organisation (excluding 
individual private stall holders) should ensure they have public liability insurance with a limit of 
indemnity not less than £5,000,000. 

 
If you have any queries please contact Pamela by email: nns.dorking@nct.org.uk 
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