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Local parents against downgrading of Stafford Hospital services

Local parents are campaigning to stop services at Stafford Hospital from being 

downgraded. 

Maternity services at the hospital are to be reduced from a consultant-led obstetric 

unit to a midwife-led unit’. There are also plans to run the Paediatric Assessment 

Unit without a paediatrician (making it the only service in the country to be managed 

in this way) and to close the Paediatric Inpatients Services and the Special Care 

Baby Unit. 

Lisa Carter, Regional Partnership Manager, NCT, says:

“Staffordshire Hospital is failing to uphold the Department of Health pledge that all 

women should be able to choose how and where they give birth.

“Stafford parents do not want to have to travel 20 miles to receive services that are 

currently available nearby, especially not if they are in labour or have seriously ill 

children.”

From Stafford, the nearest hospitals with paediatric services are University Hospital 

of North Staffs (UHNS) and Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hospital which are almost 

20 miles away. 

Around 50,000 local people took part in a march last year protesting against the 

suggested changes and the Support Stafford Hospital Group is currently holding a 

peaceful protest camp in the hospital grounds.



Stafford NCT has also written to local MP Jeremy Lefroy asking for a meeting to 

discuss its concerns.
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About NCT:

NCT is the UK’s largest parent charity. Each year the charity supports millions of 
parents through their First 1,000 Days, offering expert information and trusted 
practical and emotional support through its website, helpline, the nationwide network 
of over 300 local branches, antenatal and postnatal classes, breastfeeding 
counselling and peer support schemes. For more information call NCT on 0300 330 
0770 or visit www.nct.org.uk. 
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